An ultrastructural study of glycosaminoglycans associated with collagen and other constituents of the cat anulus fibrosus.
It has been confirmed that glycosaminoglycan is associated with collagen and other constituents of the anulus fibrosus. In cells, it appears to be present on the rough endoplasmic reticulum and is removed by hyaluronidase digestion and thus may consist of chondroitin sulphate. In pericellular material it appears as fibrils and granules, is unaffected by hyaluronidase and may consist of keratan sulphate or dermatan sulphate. Collagen fibrils contain hyaluronidase-digestable glycosaminoglycan (such as chondroitin sulphate) in the form of peripheral rings that appear as bands in longitudinal sections of the fibrils.